


• vary the layout on the ground floor only in accordance with the submitted 
plans to include the outside area and hatching relating to the proposed 
conditions (all other floors remain unchanged);  

• adding the provision of live music and recorded music from 08:00 until 23:00 
Monday to Wednesday and until 00:30 Thursday to Sunday; 

• adding the provision of late night refreshment from 23:00 until 23:30 Monday 
to Wednesday and until 01:00 Thursday to Sunday; 

• extending the current hours for films until 23:00 Monday to Wednesday and 
until 00:30 Thursday to Sunday;  

• extending the current hours for the on and off sales of alcohol until 23:00 
Monday to Wednesday and until 00:30 Thursday to Sunday; 

• extending the opening hours from 08:00 until 23:30 Monday to Wednesday, 
form 08:00 until 01:00 Thursday and Friday and from 10:00 until 01:00 
Saturday and Sunday;  

• amending, removing and adding conditions as shown in Appendix 4. 

:  
1.3. The existing premises licence allows:  

 
• The Exhibition of Films from 08:00 until 22:00 Monday to Friday and from 

10:00 until 18:00 Saturday and Sunday.  
 

• The On and Off Sale of Alcohol from 10:00 until 21:30 Monday to Friday 
and from 10:00 until 17:30 Saturday and Sunday.  
 

• Opening hours from 08:00 until 22:00 Monday to Friday and from 10:00 
until 18:00 Saturday and Sunday. 

1.4 Relevant Representations: 

Licensing Authority No 

Metropolitan Police No 

Noise No - One additional condition agreed 

Health and Safety No 

Trading Standards No 



Public Health No 

Safeguarding Children No 

London Fire Brigade No 

Local residents Yes – 20 Local Residents  

Other bodies Yes – 1 Resident Association 
 

2. Recommendations 
2.1. To determine the application for a variation of the premises licence under Section 

34 of the Licensing Act 2003; 

2.2. This premises is located in the Clerkenwell Cumulative Impact Area therefore the 
Licensing Sub-Committee will need to consider Licensing Policy 3, which states 
that there is a presumption of refusal unless the Sub-Committee is satisfied that 
there will be no adverse cumulative impact on the licensing objectives. 

2.3. If the Licensing Sub-Committee grants the application it should be subject to: 

i. Conditions prepared by the Licensing Officer which are consistent with the 
Operating Schedule (see appendix 4); and 

ii. Any conditions deemed appropriate by the Licensing Sub-Committee to promote 
the four licensing objectives. 

3. Background 

3.1 The property has held a premises licence for the activities and hours listed 1.3 of the 
report since June 2022.  The same premises licence holder and Designated Premises 
Supervisor has been in place since this time.  
 

3.2 In January this year, the applicant’s Legal Representative began to engage with the 
local residents and the Responsible Authorities, making clear the proposed application 
and inviting comments from them.  The applicants Legal Representative has also invited 
the residents to visit the premises for a tour and to discuss the proposed variation.   

 
3.3 The application received twenty letters of representation from local residents and one 

letter from the Residents Association.  
 



3.4 The applicant has incorporated conditions required by the Responsible Authorities into 
the Operating Schedule of conditions and added an additional condition requested by 
Islington’s Noise Service. There are no Responsible Authority representations.  

 
 

4. Implications  
4.1. Financial Implications  

4.1.1. The Head of Finance reports that the applicant has paid the application fee of 
£635.00.  Should the application be refused, the fee is not refundable. 

4.2. Legal Implications  

4.2.1. The legal implications are set out in Paragraph 2. 

4.2.2. Legal advice will be provided at the meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee as 
necessary. 

4.3. Environmental Implications and contribution to achieving a net zero carbon 
Islington by 2030 

4.3.1. The Licensing Sub-Committee need to consider the impacts that the proposals will 
have on the environment.  An impact is defined as any change to the environment, 
whether positive or negative, wholly or partially resulting from Council activities.  
Almost all human activity has some impact on the environment, and it is very 
unlikely that any activity will not have any implications. 

4.4. Equalities Impact Assessment 

4.4.1. The council must, in the exercise of its functions, have due regard to the need to 
eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation, and to advance equality of 
opportunity, and foster good relations, between those who share a relevant 
protected characteristic and those who do not share it (section 149 Equality Act 
2010).  The council has a duty to have due regard to the need to remove or 
minimise disadvantages, take steps to meet needs, in particular steps to take 
account of disabled persons' disabilities, and encourage people to participate in 
public life.  The council must have due regard to the need to tackle prejudice and 
promote understanding. 

4.4.2. An Equalities Impact Assessment is not required in relation to this report, because 
this is a decision relating to a Premises Licence application under the Licensing 
Act 2003. 

 

 



4.5. Planning implications 

4.5.1 The Planning Authority have confirmed there are no open enforcement cases in relation 
to this premises.  

 

5. Conclusion and reasons for recommendations 

5.1. That the Licensing Sub-Committee determines this application. 

 

Appendices: 

Appendix 1: The application form; 

Appendix 2: The existing premises licence;  

Appendix 3: The representations; 

Appendix 4: Suggested conditions and map of premises location. 

 

Background papers: 

• None. 

 

Final report clearance: 

Signed by:  

Janice Gibbons 

Head of Regulatory Service 

Date: 18 September 2023 

Report author: Licensing Service 
Tel: 020 75027 3031 
E-mail: licensing@islington.gov.uk 
 

 



Application to vary a premises licence under the Licensing Act 2003 

 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS FIRST 

 

Before completing this form please read the guidance notes at the end of the form.  If you are 

completing this form by hand please write legibly in block capitals.  In all cases ensure that your 

answers are inside the boxes and written in black ink.  Use additional sheets if necessary.  

 

You may wish to keep a copy of the completed form for your records. 

 

 

I Knotel Uk Ltd 

        (Insert name(s) of applicant)  
being the premises licence holder, apply to vary a premises licence under section 34 of the 

Licensing Act 2003 for the premises described in Part 1 below 

 

Premises licence number  

LN21446-270723 

 

Part 1 – Premises Details 

 

Postal address of premises or, if none, ordnance survey map reference or description 

Knotel Workclub 

Old Sessions House 

23 Clerkenwell Green 

Post town London Postcode EC1R 0NA 

 

Telephone number at premises (if any)         

Non-domestic rateable value of premises  

 

Part 2 – Applicant details 

 

Daytime contact  

telephone number 
 

E-mail address (optional)       

Current postal address if 

different from premises 

address 

      

Post town       Postcode       

 

 

 

 



Part 3 - Variation 

 

Please tick as appropriate 

Do you want the proposed variation to have effect as soon as possible?         Yes          

No 

 

If not, from what date do you want the variation to take effect? 
DD MM YYYY 

                
 

Do you want the proposed variation to have effect in relation to the introduction of the late night 

levy? (Please see guidance note 1)     Yes            No 

  

Please describe briefly the nature of the proposed variation (Please see guidance note  

2) 

This is an application to vary the existing premises licence for Old Sessions House – a 

members’ club and event space.  For background information please see attached brochure. 

 

There are three elements to this application: 

  

1. to extend hours and activities so the club can open later for members and have 

event with there being less reliance on TENs; 

2. allow non-members to use the ground floor restaurant; and 

3. to permit the consumption of alcohol with food on Clerkenwell Green in an area 

covered by a Tables and Chairs/Pavement Licence. 

 

The Licensing Team at Islington Council and the Local Residents’ Association are already 

aware of this application. Should anyone wish to have further information or to discuss the 

application in more detail they are asked to contact niall.mccann@keystonelaw.co.uk.  

 

The application will include: 

 

1. variation of the layout on the ground floor only in accordance with the 

submitted plans to include the outside area and hatching relating to the 

proposed conditions (all other floors remain unchanged); 

2. adding the provision of live music, recorded music and late night 

refreshment; 

3. extending the current hours for alcohol, films and opening hours; 

4. amending, removing and adding conditions as shown in Annex A which is 

a marked up version showing the changes sought.  
 

 

 

If your proposed variation would mean that 5,000 or more people 

are expected to attend the premises at any one time, please state the 

number expected to attend: 

      
 

 



Part 4 Operating Schedule   

 

Please complete those parts of the Operating Schedule below which would be subject to change if 

this application to vary is successful. 

 

Provision of regulated entertainment (Please see guidance note 

3) 

Please tick all that 

apply 

a) plays (if ticking yes, fill in box A)  

b) films (if ticking yes, fill in box B)  

c) indoor sporting events (if ticking yes, fill in box C)  

d) boxing or wrestling entertainment (if ticking yes, fill in box D)  

e) live music (if ticking yes, fill in box E)  

f) recorded music (if ticking yes, fill in box F)  

g) performances of dance (if ticking yes, fill in box G)  

h) 
anything of a similar description to that falling within (e), (f) or (g)  

(if ticking yes, fill in box H) 
 

 

   

   

   

Provision of late night refreshment (if ticking yes, fill in box I)   

Supply of alcohol (if ticking yes, fill in box J)  

In all cases complete boxes K, L and M 

 



A 
 

Plays  

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Will the performance of a play take place 

indoors or outdoors or both – please tick (please 

read guidance note 4)   

 

Indoors  

Outdoors  

Day Start Finish Both  

Mon             Please give further details here (please read guidance note 5) 

      
            

Tue             

            

Wed             State any seasonal variations for performing plays (please read 

guidance note 6) 

                  

Thur             

            

Fri             Non standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises for the 

performance of plays at different times to those listed in the column 

on the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      

            

Sat             

            

Sun             

            

 



B 
 

Films  

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Will the exhibition of films take place indoors 

or outdoors or both – please tick (please read 

guidance note 4)  

 

Indoors  

Outdoors  

Day Start Finish Both  

Mon 08:00 23:00 Please give further details here (please read guidance note 5) 

      
            

Tue 08:00 23:00 

            

Wed 08:00 23:00 State any seasonal variations for the exhibition of films (please read 

guidance note 6) 

                  

Thur 08:00 00:30 

            

Fri 08:00 00:30 Non standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises for the 

exhibition of films at different times to those listed in the column on 

the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      

            

Sat 10:00 00:30 

            

Sun 10:00 00:30 

  

 



C 
 

Indoor sporting events  

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Please give further details (please read guidance note 5) 

      

Day Start Finish 

Mon             

            

Tue             State any seasonal variations for indoor sporting events (please read 

guidance note 6) 

                  

Wed             

            

Thur             Non standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises for 

indoor sporting events at different times to those listed in the 

column on the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      

            

Fri             

            

Sat             

            

Sun             

            

  



D 
 

Boxing or wrestling 

entertainments  

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Will the boxing or wrestling entertainment take 

place indoors or outdoors or both – please tick 

(please read guidance note 4)   

 

Indoors  

Outdoors  

Day Start Finish Both  

Mon             Please give further details here (please read guidance note 5) 

      
            

Tue             

            

Wed             State any seasonal variations for boxing or wrestling entertainment 

(please read guidance note 6) 

                  

Thur             

            

Fri             Non standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises for 

boxing or wrestling entertainment at different times to those listed 

in the column on the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      

            

Sat             

            

Sun             

            

 



E 
 

Live music  

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Will the performance of live music take place 

indoors or outdoors or both – please tick (please 

read guidance note 4)   

 

Indoors  

Outdoors  

Day Start Finish Both  

Mon 08:00 23:00 Please give further details here (please read guidance note 5) 

 

Live music will only be on basement, ground and first floors.             

Tue 08:00 23:00 

            

Wed 08:00 23:00 State any seasonal variations for the performance of live music 

(please read guidance note 6) 

                  

Thur 08:00 00:30 

            

Fri 08:00 00:30 Non standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises for the 

performance of live music at different times to those listed in the 

column on the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      

            

Sat 10:00 00:30 

            

Sun 10:00 00:30 

            

 



F 
 

Recorded music  

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Will the playing of recorded music take place 

indoors or outdoors or both – please tick (please 

read guidance note 4)   

 

Indoors  

Outdoors  

Day Start Finish Both  

Mon 08:00 23:00 Please give further details here (please read guidance note 5) 

 

Recorded music will only be on basement, ground and first floors.             

Tue 08:00 23:00 

            

Wed 08:00 23:00 State any seasonal variations for the playing of recorded music 

(please read guidance note 6) 

                  

Thur 08:00 00:30 

            

Fri 08:00 00:30 Non standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises for the 

playing of recorded music at different times to those listed in the 

column on the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      

            

Sat 10:00 00:30 

            

Sun 10:00 00:30 

  

 



G 
 

Performances of 

dance 

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Will the performance of dance take place 

indoors or outdoors or both – please tick 

(please read guidance note 4)   

 

Indoors  

Outdoors  

Day Start Finish Both  

Mon             Please give further details here (please read guidance note 5) 

      
            

Tue             

            

Wed             State any seasonal variations for the performance of dance 

(please read guidance note 6) 

                  

Thur             

            

Fri             Non standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises 

for the performance of dance at different times to those listed in 

the column on the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      

            

Sat             

            

Sun             

            

 



H 
 

Anything of a similar 

description to that 

falling within (e), (f) or 

(g) 

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Please give a description of the type of entertainment you will be 

providing 

      

Day Start Finish Will this entertainment take place indoors or 

outdoors or both – please tick (please read 

guidance note 4)  

Indoors  

Mon             Outdoors  

            Both  

Tue             Please give further details here (please read guidance note 5) 

      
            

Wed             

            

Thur             State any seasonal variations for entertainment of a similar 

description to that falling within (e), (f) or (g)  (please read 

guidance note 6) 

      
            

Fri             

            

Sat 
            

Non standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises 

for the entertainment of a similar description to that falling 

within (e), (f) or (g) at different times to those listed in the 

column on the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      
            

Sun 
            

            

 



 I 
 

Late night 

refreshment 

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Will the provision of late night refreshment 

take place indoors or outdoors or both – 

please tick (please read guidance note 4)   

 

Indoors  

Outdoors  

Day Start Finish Both  

Mon 23:00 23:30 Please give further details here (please read guidance note 5) 

      
            

Tue 23:00 23:30 

            

Wed 23:00 23:30 State any seasonal variations for the provision of late night 

refreshment (please read guidance note 6) 

                  

Thur 23:00 01:00 

            

Fri 23:00 01:00 Non standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises 

for the provision of late night refreshment at different times, to 

those listed in the column on the left, please list (please read 

guidance note 7) 

      

            

Sat 23:00 01:00 

            

Sun 23:00 01:00 

            

 



J 
 

Supply of alcohol 

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

Will the supply of alcohol be for 

consumption – please tick  (please read 

guidance note 9)   

 

On the 

premises 
 

Off the 

premises 
 

Day Start Finish Both  

Mon 10:00 23:00 State any seasonal variations for the supply of alcohol (please 

read guidance note 6) 

                  

Tue 10:00 23:00 

            

Wed 10:00 23:00 

            

Thur 10:00 00:30 Non-standard timings.  Where you intend to use the premises 

for the supply of alcohol at different times to those listed in the 

column on the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      

            

Fri 10:00 00:30 

            

Sat 10:00 00:30 

            

Sun 10:00 00:30 

            

 

 
K 

 

Please highlight any adult entertainment or services, activities, other entertainment or 

matters ancillary to the use of the premises that may give rise to concern in respect of 

children (please read guidance note 10). 

 

None. 

 

 

  



 

 

L 

 

Hours premises are 

open to the public 

Standard days and 

timings (please read 

guidance note 8) 

State any seasonal variations (please read guidance note 6) 

      

Day Start Finish 

Mon 08:00 23:30 

            

Tue 08:00 23:30 

            

Wed 08:00 23:30 

            Non standard timings.  Where you intend the premises to be 

open to the public at different times from those listed in the 

column on the left, please list (please read guidance note 7) 

      

Thur 08:00 01:00 

            

Fri 08:00 01:00 

            

Sat 10:00 01:00 

            

Sun 10:00 01:00 

            

 

Please identify those conditions currently imposed on the licence which you believe could be 

removed as a consequence of the proposed variation you are seeking. 

      

 

 

 



 

Please tick as appropriate 

 I have enclosed the premises licence  

 I have enclosed the relevant part of the premises licence  

 

If you have not ticked one of these boxes, please fill in reasons for not including the licence or part 

of it below 

 

Reasons why I have not enclosed the premises licence or relevant part of premises licence. 

      

 



M Describe any additional steps you intend to take to promote the four licensing objectives as a 

result of the proposed variation: 

 

a) General – all four licensing objectives (b, c, d and e) (please read guidance note 11) 

Please see the attached Annex A showing a “marked up” version of the proposed changes to be 

amended or removed.  Those in yellow are to be added, those in red are to be removed, those in 

green are to be added, all others are to remain as is.  This follows at the end of this application 

form. 

 

b) The prevention of crime and disorder 

Please see the attached Annex A showing a “marked up” version of the proposed changes to be 

amended or removed.  Those in yellow are to be added, those in red are to be removed, those in 

green are to be added, all others are to remain as is.  This follows at the end of this application 

form. 

 

c) Public safety 

Please see the attached Annex A showing a “marked up” version of the proposed changes to be 

amended or removed.  Those in yellow are to be added, those in red are to be removed, those in 

green are to be added, all others are to remain as is.  This follows at the end of this application 

form. 

 
d) The prevention of public nuisance 

Please see the attached Annex A showing a “marked up” version of the proposed changes to be 

amended or removed.  Those in yellow are to be added, those in red are to be removed, those in 

green are to be added, all others are to remain as is.  This follows at the end of this application 

form. 

 

e) The protection of children from harm 

Please see the attached Annex A showing a “marked up” version of the proposed changes to be 

amended or removed.  Those in yellow are to be added, those in red are to be removed, those in 

green are to be added, all others are to remain as is.  This follows at the end of this application 

form. 

 



Checklist: 

Please tick to indicate agreement 

 

 

I have made or enclosed payment of the fee; or  

I have not made or enclosed payment of the fee because this application has been 

made in relation to the introduction of the late night levy. 

 

 

  

 I have sent copies of this application and the plan to responsible authorities and 
others where applicable. ONLINE APPLICATION LA TO SERVE 

 

 I understand that I must now advertise my application.  

 I have enclosed the premises licence or relevant part of it or explanation.  

 I understand that if I do not comply with the above requirements my application will 

be rejected.  
 

 

IT IS AN OFFENCE, UNDER SECTION 158 OF THE LICENSING ACT 2003, TO MAKE 

A FALSE STATEMENT IN OR IN CONNECTION WITH THIS APPLICATION. THOSE 

WHO MAKE A FALSE STATEMENT MAY BE LIABLE ON SUMMARY CONVICTION 

TO A FINE OF ANY AMOUNT.   

 

Part 5 – Signatures   (please read guidance note 12) 

 

Signature of applicant (the current premises licence holder) or applicant’s solicitor or other 

duly authorised agent (please read guidance note 13).  If signing on behalf of the applicant, 

please state in what capacity. 

 

Signature 

 

Date 20 February 2024 

Capacity Keystone Law, Solicitors for and on behalf of the applicant 

 

Where the premises licence is jointly held, signature of 2nd applicant (the current premises 

licence holder) or 2nd applicant’s solicitor or other authorised agent (please read guidance 

note 14).  If signing on behalf of the applicant, please state in what capacity.  

 

Signature  

Date       

Capacity       

 

Contact name (where not previously given) and address for correspondence associated 

with this application (please read guidance note 15) 

Marilyn Gayle 

Keystone Law 

48 Chancery Lane 

Post town London Post code WC2A 1JF 

Telephone number (if any)  

If you would prefer us to correspond with you by e-mail, your e-mail address (optional) 

 



















Licensing representation for Knotel UK Ltd, Old Sessions House, 22 Clerkenwell 
Green, EC1R 0NA  

Dear Licensing and Councillors, 

Friends of Clerkenwell Green (FoCG) objects to this licence application for Knotel UK Ltd at 
Old Sessions House (OSH). This application is an attempt to circumvent the Licensing Sub-
Committee's decisions of 2016.  The application shows a disregard for Islington's licensing 
policies, the CIA, local residents and the many other concerns listed below. It is not an 
exception to policy. Please reject this application.  

This application is functionally equivalent to a Nightclub licence application for a large 300-
person late-night, 7-day-a-week premises with extensive use of outdoor space at street & 
rooftop levels, on & off alcohol sales, noisy licensable activities (films, music). And all this 
located just 19m from sheltered housing for the elderly. 

This application seeks to change the hours, activities, location and patrons currently allowed 
for in the existing licence. Those hours and conditions were settled after numerous rounds of 
applications and appeals by various applicants dating back almost 10 years. No justification 
for the application has been provided to differentiate it from previous applications which have 
been opposed and no changes to facts or circumstances have rendered the rationales for the 
current licence to be altered. 

This is not the typical licence that is granted in the area, and for good reason. This application 
would cause significant negative cumulative impact on local residents and the area due to the 
size and extent of the operation which will significantly increase late-night foot and road 
traffic.  

This is an inappropriate location for such a late-night alcohol-led offering in a site surrounded 
by residents. Clerkenwell Green & Clerkenwell Close Estates with elderly residents 19m 
away, Peabody Estate 118m, Priory House for elderly 160m and many other residential 
premises. Islington is London's 2nd highest density of licensed premises and suffers from 
higher than London average for violent crimes attributable to alcohol. Clerkenwell is already 
an area of cumulative impact, saturation, ASB and crime. Please don't further aggravate this. 
A reasonable number of reasonably sized licensed premises are welcome provided they 
respect their domestic neighbours' reasonable needs. This application does not. 

Clerkenwell Green has undergone significant change in being largely pedestrianised. 
However, that provides no justification for extended hours and extensive use of outdoor 
space. The private and council residential housing on the north side of the OSH all remain 
unchanged as do the residential blocks opposite the OSH on the west of Farringdon Road. 
Extended hours and the attendant noise of those leaving at 0100 still have the same 
objections as were upheld 7 years ago. 

The pedestrianisation of the Green was not created to provide the OSH or anyone else with 
the ability to extend food service and alcohol service onto the pavements. It was done with 
public consultation to increase amenity for residents. The applicant has 33,000 sq ft of 
premises within which to provide food and alcohol service along with a large roof terrace 
which seems more than adequate. The residents of this area never intended and have 
objected to the Green being turned into another Covent Garden or Exmouth Market. And 
various Licensing Committees have supported that objection with the conditions set on the 
existing OSH and other nearby licences.  

The application proposes no noise analysis and no detailed management, noise or dispersal 
plans, despite being surrounded by residents and being located in a Cumulative Impact Area 
(CIA), proposing extensive use of outdoor space and roof terraces, and  

The proposed alcohol licensable hours are also outside the restricted hours required of 
nearby licensees – and those were restricted in multiple Licensing Committee decisions due 
to proximity to residents in a Cumulative Impact Area. Conditions have not changed in the 
area, and these restrictions are still necessary to avoid cumulative negative impact. 
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And the proposal seeks to remove previous restrictions that were set by the Licensing Sub-
Committee) specifically to protect local residents.  

The application seeks to: 
• Extend hours
• Extend activities
• Extend location of licensable activities
• Extend who can access licensable activities to non-members
• Add live & recorded music, films and late-night refreshment 7 days a week
• Remove the current condition that no chairs or tables or signage or display boards of any

kind shall be placed on the pavement or carriageway outside the premises at any time
• Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area in Clerkenwell Green

(something that is specifically prevented by the conditions of the current licence)

This proposal fails to: 
• adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives
• adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area

and Conservation Area
• propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking)
• analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses

and hours and despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed
to mitigate the negative impact of indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded
music and films.

• consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical
conditions to demonstrate the promotion of the licensing objectives.

• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA
• remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited

by recently licenced premises in the area
• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6
• propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-

Committees limited hours to mitigate cumulative impact
• failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of

extended hours, new outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence

This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact 
Area. The sheltered housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by 
up to 300 customers entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the 
rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding 
streets will also be negatively impact by increased noise – including the 1 Britton St block of 
residential flats mere metres from the proposed rooftop drinking area. 

They and other neighbouring residents will be further inundated with cumulative impact noise 
and nuisance from late night opening hours, music and drinking 7 nights a week. The late-
night hours are far longer than other licensed premises in this CIA.  

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 
7 days a week using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas.  

The applicant provides no management plan or noise plan to adequately explain how it will be 
able to operate multiple units with vast outdoor space, so many more hours and so many 
more customers without adding cumulative impact. 

There is no reason for the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, 
especially given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 

By comparison, the Granger & Co restaurant is opposite OSH on the east side of Clerkenwell 
Green (120 metres away). The closest residents to Granger & Co are 40 metres from the 
premises (vs. 19 metres). It has a maximum capacity of 90 people which is a fraction the size 
of OSH. Grangers must operate solely as a restaurant with a full table meal required for 
alcohol service, so 0% vertical drinking opportunity. There is no outside space and no outside 
tables or chairs are permitted. No new patrons are permitted to enter after 22:00. There is no 
live music, recorded music, films, dance or other entertainment. No queuing is permitted 
outside the premises at any time. No more than 5 patrons or staff are permitted to smoke 



outside at any time. No deliveries are permitted on Sundays, and very limited deliveries by 
van on Saturdays. And Granger has no off-licence. 

There is no rationale as to why Knotel should benefit from such a vast competitive advantage 
at the expense of local residents and in contravention to Licensing Policy and the protection 
of the CIA. 

The Grade II* listed windows of this premises cannot be acoustically sealed to keep the noise 
from patrons inside so as not to cause a nuisance to local residents. This differs from the 
modern insulated glazing at all the recently licensed premises in the vicinity – none of which 
pose the added nuisance risk from entertainment since their licences do not include films, 
dance, live music etc.  

Furthermore, other licence applicants have consulted with neighbours and community groups 
to successfully adopt policies that would mitigate negative impact, including nearby applicants 
like Granger & Co and The Piano Works. This applicant approached a few neighbours but did 
not provide adequate time to engage and consult with them. 

Status of the Applicant 

Knotel UK Ltd is now three months late filing its accounts. Link: https://find-and-
update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/11135999 

Friends of Clerkenwell Green asked about this and was told that the accounts were delayed 
because of the complex audit requirements of a US-listed group. We’ve spoken to 
experienced corporate lawyers and understand this is false. There are many US listed groups 
with UK subsidiaries - they all file UK accounts on time. It is unlawful not to, and potentially a 
criminal offence. 

FoCG therefore does not believe the explanation given to the licensing lawyer. 

We are concerned that this demonstrates either a poor level of management and governance, 
or that the company is in financial difficulty. We note that Knotel went bankrupt in 2021. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at 
street-level and rooftop – where noise will emanate around Clerkenwell Green. It will also 
increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises at later hours, especially after 
having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with live music and films. Plus, 
alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with 
increased volume of people walking, talking, smoking and driving in the area. It stands to 
increase disorder in the street at closing time, noise from customers leaving later at night, 
noise from increased traffic later at night, noise from deliveries and rubbish removal, noise 
and blocking of pavement from customers smoking outside, and noise and blocking of 
pavement from customers queuing/waiting outside.  

And increased late night public nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and 
arrival/departure of cleaning staff. Cleaning is likely to be done between 00:00 and 08:00 
given that the application requests opening times of 08:00-23:00/00:00 7 days a week.  

And with the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be 
increased noise of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the 
middle of the night. And again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, 
but no enforceable dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, 
queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the premises, thus creating a cumulative impact 
upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to avoid external queues; 
and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 



Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service 
would not give cause to negative cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for the 
Prevention of Crime and Disorder. It does not rebut the presumption in Licensing Policy 2 that 
applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely to add to the existing 
cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 

The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing 
licence only being open to private members) – combined with the application to extend 
alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating areas – further increases the risk of 
crime and disorder.  

The existing application was granted on the condition of licensable activities specifically only 
WITHIN the demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on outdoor tables, chairs etc) 
and only for private members who had previously been vetted. These conditions were 
extremely important to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the license as it currently 
stands. And they remain just as critical now. 

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, 
which lead to problems related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide 
disproportionately negative effects for local residents. An increase in crime and disorder, 
disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, thefts, damage to 
property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity. 

Protection of Children from Harm  
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause negative 
cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 
considers the character of an area. The increase in crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour 
also further threatens children.  

Public Safety 
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause cumulative 
impact on the Licensing Objective for the Protection of Public Safety. This application 
threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime, disorder, and 
antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to loitering in the 
street after the licensed hours. 





Licensing representation for Knotel UK Ltd, Old Sessions House, 22 Clerkenwell 
Green, EC1R 0NA  

Dear Licensing and Councillors, 

Friends of Clerkenwell Green (FoCG) objects to this licence application for Knotel UK Ltd at 
Old Sessions House (OSH). This application is an attempt to circumvent the Licensing Sub-
Committee's decisions of 2016.  The application shows a disregard for Islington's licensing 
policies, the CIA, local residents and the many other concerns listed below. It is not an 
exception to policy. Please reject this application.  

This application is functionally equivalent to a Nightclub licence application for a large 300-
person late-night, 7-day-a-week premises with extensive use of outdoor space at street & 
rooftop levels, on & off alcohol sales, noisy licensable activities (films, music). And all this 
located just 19m from sheltered housing for the elderly. 

This application seeks to change the hours, activities, location and patrons currently allowed 
for in the existing licence. Those hours and conditions were settled after numerous rounds of 
applications and appeals by various applicants dating back almost 10 years. No justification 
for the application has been provided to differentiate it from previous applications which have 
been opposed and no changes to facts or circumstances have rendered the rationales for the 
current licence to be altered. 

This is not the typical licence that is granted in the area, and for good reason. This application 
would cause significant negative cumulative impact on local residents and the area due to the 
size and extent of the operation which will significantly increase late-night foot and road 
traffic.  

This is an inappropriate location for such a late-night alcohol-led offering in a site surrounded 
by residents. Clerkenwell Green & Clerkenwell Close Estates with elderly residents 19m 
away, Peabody Estate 118m, Priory House for elderly 160m and many other residential 
premises. Islington is London's 2nd highest density of licensed premises and suffers from 
higher than London average for violent crimes attributable to alcohol. Clerkenwell is already 
an area of cumulative impact, saturation, ASB and crime. Please don't further aggravate this. 
A reasonable number of reasonably sized licensed premises are welcome provided they 
respect their domestic neighbours' reasonable needs. This application does not. 

Clerkenwell Green has undergone significant change in being largely pedestrianised. 
However, that provides no justification for extended hours and extensive use of outdoor 
space. The private and council residential housing on the north side of the OSH all remain 
unchanged as do the residential blocks opposite the OSH on the west of Farringdon Road. 
Extended hours and the attendant noise of those leaving at 0100 still have the same 
objections as were upheld 7 years ago. 

The pedestrianisation of the Green was not created to provide the OSH or anyone else with 
the ability to extend food service and alcohol service onto the pavements. It was done with 
public consultation to increase amenity for residents. The applicant has 33,000 sq ft of 
premises within which to provide food and alcohol service along with a large roof terrace 
which seems more than adequate. The residents of this area never intended and have 
objected to the Green being turned into another Covent Garden or Exmouth Market. And 
various Licensing Committees have supported that objection with the conditions set on the 
existing OSH and other nearby licences.  

The application proposes no noise analysis and no detailed management, noise or dispersal 
plans, despite being surrounded by residents and being located in a Cumulative Impact Area 
(CIA), proposing extensive use of outdoor space and roof terraces, and  

The proposed alcohol licensable hours are also outside the restricted hours required of 
nearby licensees – and those were restricted in multiple Licensing Committee decisions due 
to proximity to residents in a Cumulative Impact Area. Conditions have not changed in the 
area, and these restrictions are still necessary to avoid cumulative negative impact. 
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And the proposal seeks to remove previous restrictions that were set by the Licensing Sub-
Committee) specifically to protect local residents.  
 
The application seeks to: 
• Extend hours  
• Extend activities 
• Extend location of licensable activities  
• Extend who can access licensable activities to non-members 
• Add live & recorded music, films and late-night refreshment 7 days a week 
• Remove the current condition that no chairs or tables or signage or display boards of any 

kind shall be placed on the pavement or carriageway outside the premises at any time 
• Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area in Clerkenwell Green 

(something that is specifically prevented by the conditions of the current licence) 
 
This proposal fails to: 
• adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives 
• adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area 

and Conservation Area 
• propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking) 
• analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses 

and hours and despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed 
to mitigate the negative impact of indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded 
music and films. 

• consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical 
conditions to demonstrate the promotion of the licensing objectives.  

• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA 
• remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited 

by recently licenced premises in the area 
• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6 
• propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-

Committees limited hours to mitigate cumulative impact  
• failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of 

extended hours, new outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence 
 
This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact 
Area. The sheltered housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by 
up to 300 customers entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the 
rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding 
streets will also be negatively impact by increased noise – including the 1 Britton St block of 
residential flats mere metres from the proposed rooftop drinking area. 
 
They and other neighbouring residents will be further inundated with cumulative impact noise 
and nuisance from late night opening hours, music and drinking 7 nights a week. The late-
night hours are far longer than other licensed premises in this CIA.  
 
There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 
7 days a week using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas.  
 
The applicant provides no management plan or noise plan to adequately explain how it will be 
able to operate multiple units with vast outdoor space, so many more hours and so many 
more customers without adding cumulative impact. 
 
There is no reason for the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, 
especially given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 
 
By comparison, the Granger & Co restaurant is opposite OSH on the east side of Clerkenwell 
Green (120 metres away). The closest residents to Granger & Co are 40 metres from the 
premises (vs. 19 metres). It has a maximum capacity of 90 people which is a fraction the size 
of OSH. Grangers must operate solely as a restaurant with a full table meal required for 
alcohol service, so 0% vertical drinking opportunity. There is no outside space and no outside 
tables or chairs are permitted. No new patrons are permitted to enter after 22:00. There is no 
live music, recorded music, films, dance or other entertainment. No queuing is permitted 
outside the premises at any time. No more than 5 patrons or staff are permitted to smoke 



outside at any time. No deliveries are permitted on Sundays, and very limited deliveries by 
van on Saturdays. And Granger has no off-licence. 

There is no rationale as to why Knotel should benefit from such a vast competitive advantage 
at the expense of local residents and in contravention to Licensing Policy and the protection 
of the CIA. 

The Grade II* listed windows of this premises cannot be acoustically sealed to keep the noise 
from patrons inside so as not to cause a nuisance to local residents. This differs from the 
modern insulated glazing at all the recently licensed premises in the vicinity – none of which 
pose the added nuisance risk from entertainment since their licences do not include films, 
dance, live music etc.  

Furthermore, other licence applicants have consulted with neighbours and community groups 
to successfully adopt policies that would mitigate negative impact, including nearby applicants 
like Granger & Co and The Piano Works. This applicant approached a few neighbours but did 
not provide adequate time to engage and consult with them. 

Status of the Applicant 

Knotel UK Ltd is now three months late filing its accounts. Link: https://find-and-
update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/11135999 

Friends of Clerkenwell Green asked about this and was told that the accounts were delayed 
because of the complex audit requirements of a US-listed group. We’ve spoken to 
experienced corporate lawyers and understand this is false. There are many US listed groups 
with UK subsidiaries - they all file UK accounts on time. It is unlawful not to, and potentially a 
criminal offence. 

FoCG therefore does not believe the explanation given to the licensing lawyer. 

We are concerned that this demonstrates either a poor level of management and governance, 
or that the company is in financial difficulty. We note that Knotel went bankrupt in 2021. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at 
street-level and rooftop – where noise will emanate around Clerkenwell Green. It will also 
increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises at later hours, especially after 
having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with live music and films. Plus, 
alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with 
increased volume of people walking, talking, smoking and driving in the area. It stands to 
increase disorder in the street at closing time, noise from customers leaving later at night, 
noise from increased traffic later at night, noise from deliveries and rubbish removal, noise 
and blocking of pavement from customers smoking outside, and noise and blocking of 
pavement from customers queuing/waiting outside.  

And increased late night public nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and 
arrival/departure of cleaning staff. Cleaning is likely to be done between 00:00 and 08:00 
given that the application requests opening times of 08:00-23:00/00:00 7 days a week.  

And with the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be 
increased noise of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the 
middle of the night. And again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, 
but no enforceable dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, 
queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the premises, thus creating a cumulative impact 
upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to avoid external queues; 
and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 



 
Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service 
would not give cause to negative cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for the 
Prevention of Crime and Disorder. It does not rebut the presumption in Licensing Policy 2 that 
applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely to add to the existing 
cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 
 
The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing 
licence only being open to private members) – combined with the application to extend 
alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating areas – further increases the risk of 
crime and disorder.  
 
The existing application was granted on the condition of licensable activities specifically only 
WITHIN the demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on outdoor tables, chairs etc) 
and only for private members who had previously been vetted. These conditions were 
extremely important to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the license as it currently 
stands. And they remain just as critical now. 
 
Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, 
which lead to problems related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide 
disproportionately negative effects for local residents. An increase in crime and disorder, 
disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, thefts, damage to 
property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity.  
 
Protection of Children from Harm  
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause negative 
cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 
considers the character of an area. The increase in crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour 
also further threatens children.  
 
Public Safety 
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause cumulative 
impact on the Licensing Objective for the Protection of Public Safety. This application 
threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime, disorder, and 
antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to loitering in the 
street after the licensed hours. 
 





Licensing representation for Knotel UK Ltd, Old Sessions House, 22 Clerkenwell 
Green, EC1R 0NA  

Dear Licensing and Councillors, 

Friends of Clerkenwell Green (FoCG) objects to this licence application for Knotel UK Ltd at 
Old Sessions House (OSH). This application is an attempt to circumvent the Licensing Sub-
Committee's decisions of 2016.  The application shows a disregard for Islington's licensing 
policies, the CIA, local residents and the many other concerns listed below. It is not an 
exception to policy. Please reject this application.  

This application is functionally equivalent to a Nightclub licence application for a large 300-
person late-night, 7-day-a-week premises with extensive use of outdoor space at street & 
rooftop levels, on & off alcohol sales, noisy licensable activities (films, music). And all this 
located just 19m from sheltered housing for the elderly. 

This application seeks to change the hours, activities, location and patrons currently allowed 
for in the existing licence. Those hours and conditions were settled after numerous rounds of 
applications and appeals by various applicants dating back almost 10 years. No justification 
for the application has been provided to differentiate it from previous applications which have 
been opposed and no changes to facts or circumstances have rendered the rationales for the 
current licence to be altered. 

This is not the typical licence that is granted in the area, and for good reason. This application 
would cause significant negative cumulative impact on local residents and the area due to the 
size and extent of the operation which will significantly increase late-night foot and road 
traffic.  

This is an inappropriate location for such a late-night alcohol-led offering in a site surrounded 
by residents. Clerkenwell Green & Clerkenwell Close Estates with elderly residents 19m 
away, Peabody Estate 118m, Priory House for elderly 160m and many other residential 
premises. Islington is London's 2nd highest density of licensed premises and suffers from 
higher than London average for violent crimes attributable to alcohol. Clerkenwell is already 
an area of cumulative impact, saturation, ASB and crime. Please don't further aggravate this. 
A reasonable number of reasonably sized licensed premises are welcome provided they 
respect their domestic neighbours' reasonable needs. This application does not. 

Clerkenwell Green has undergone significant change in being largely pedestrianised. 
However, that provides no justification for extended hours and extensive use of outdoor 
space. The private and council residential housing on the north side of the OSH all remain 
unchanged as do the residential blocks opposite the OSH on the west of Farringdon Road. 
Extended hours and the attendant noise of those leaving at 0100 still have the same 
objections as were upheld 7 years ago. 

The pedestrianisation of the Green was not created to provide the OSH or anyone else with 
the ability to extend food service and alcohol service onto the pavements. It was done with 
public consultation to increase amenity for residents. The applicant has 33,000 sq ft of 
premises within which to provide food and alcohol service along with a large roof terrace 
which seems more than adequate. The residents of this area never intended and have 
objected to the Green being turned into another Covent Garden or Exmouth Market. And 
various Licensing Committees have supported that objection with the conditions set on the 
existing OSH and other nearby licences.  

The application proposes no noise analysis and no detailed management, noise or dispersal 
plans, despite being surrounded by residents and being located in a Cumulative Impact Area 
(CIA), proposing extensive use of outdoor space and roof terraces, and  

The proposed alcohol licensable hours are also outside the restricted hours required of 
nearby licensees – and those were restricted in multiple Licensing Committee decisions due 
to proximity to residents in a Cumulative Impact Area. Conditions have not changed in the 
area, and these restrictions are still necessary to avoid cumulative negative impact. 

Rep 3A



And the proposal seeks to remove previous restrictions that were set by the Licensing Sub-
Committee) specifically to protect local residents.  
 
The application seeks to: 
• Extend hours  
• Extend activities 
• Extend location of licensable activities  
• Extend who can access licensable activities to non-members 
• Add live & recorded music, films and late-night refreshment 7 days a week 
• Remove the current condition that no chairs or tables or signage or display boards of any 

kind shall be placed on the pavement or carriageway outside the premises at any time 
• Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area in Clerkenwell Green 

(something that is specifically prevented by the conditions of the current licence) 
 
This proposal fails to: 
• adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives 
• adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area 

and Conservation Area 
• propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking) 
• analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses 

and hours and despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed 
to mitigate the negative impact of indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded 
music and films. 

• consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical 
conditions to demonstrate the promotion of the licensing objectives.  

• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA 
• remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited 

by recently licenced premises in the area 
• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6 
• propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-

Committees limited hours to mitigate cumulative impact  
• failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of 

extended hours, new outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence 
 
This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact 
Area. The sheltered housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by 
up to 300 customers entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the 
rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding 
streets will also be negatively impact by increased noise – including the 1 Britton St block of 
residential flats mere metres from the proposed rooftop drinking area. 
 
They and other neighbouring residents will be further inundated with cumulative impact noise 
and nuisance from late night opening hours, music and drinking 7 nights a week. The late-
night hours are far longer than other licensed premises in this CIA.  
 
There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 
7 days a week using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas.  
 
The applicant provides no management plan or noise plan to adequately explain how it will be 
able to operate multiple units with vast outdoor space, so many more hours and so many 
more customers without adding cumulative impact. 
 
There is no reason for the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, 
especially given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 
 
By comparison, the Granger & Co restaurant is opposite OSH on the east side of Clerkenwell 
Green (120 metres away). The closest residents to Granger & Co are 40 metres from the 
premises (vs. 19 metres). It has a maximum capacity of 90 people which is a fraction the size 
of OSH. Grangers must operate solely as a restaurant with a full table meal required for 
alcohol service, so 0% vertical drinking opportunity. There is no outside space and no outside 
tables or chairs are permitted. No new patrons are permitted to enter after 22:00. There is no 
live music, recorded music, films, dance or other entertainment. No queuing is permitted 
outside the premises at any time. No more than 5 patrons or staff are permitted to smoke 



outside at any time. No deliveries are permitted on Sundays, and very limited deliveries by 
van on Saturdays. And Granger has no off-licence. 

There is no rationale as to why Knotel should benefit from such a vast competitive advantage 
at the expense of local residents and in contravention to Licensing Policy and the protection 
of the CIA. 

The Grade II* listed windows of this premises cannot be acoustically sealed to keep the noise 
from patrons inside so as not to cause a nuisance to local residents. This differs from the 
modern insulated glazing at all the recently licensed premises in the vicinity – none of which 
pose the added nuisance risk from entertainment since their licences do not include films, 
dance, live music etc.  

Furthermore, other licence applicants have consulted with neighbours and community groups 
to successfully adopt policies that would mitigate negative impact, including nearby applicants 
like Granger & Co and The Piano Works. This applicant approached a few neighbours but did 
not provide adequate time to engage and consult with them. 

Status of the Applicant 

Knotel UK Ltd is now three months late filing its accounts. Link: https://find-and-
update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/11135999 

Friends of Clerkenwell Green asked about this and was told that the accounts were delayed 
because of the complex audit requirements of a US-listed group. We’ve spoken to 
experienced corporate lawyers and understand this is false. There are many US listed groups 
with UK subsidiaries - they all file UK accounts on time. It is unlawful not to, and potentially a 
criminal offence. 

FoCG therefore does not believe the explanation given to the licensing lawyer. 

We are concerned that this demonstrates either a poor level of management and governance, 
or that the company is in financial difficulty. We note that Knotel went bankrupt in 2021. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at 
street-level and rooftop – where noise will emanate around Clerkenwell Green. It will also 
increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises at later hours, especially after 
having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with live music and films. Plus, 
alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with 
increased volume of people walking, talking, smoking and driving in the area. It stands to 
increase disorder in the street at closing time, noise from customers leaving later at night, 
noise from increased traffic later at night, noise from deliveries and rubbish removal, noise 
and blocking of pavement from customers smoking outside, and noise and blocking of 
pavement from customers queuing/waiting outside.  

And increased late night public nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and 
arrival/departure of cleaning staff. Cleaning is likely to be done between 00:00 and 08:00 
given that the application requests opening times of 08:00-23:00/00:00 7 days a week.  

And with the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be 
increased noise of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the 
middle of the night. And again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, 
but no enforceable dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, 
queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the premises, thus creating a cumulative impact 
upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to avoid external queues; 
and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 



Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service 
would not give cause to negative cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for the 
Prevention of Crime and Disorder. It does not rebut the presumption in Licensing Policy 2 that 
applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely to add to the existing 
cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 

The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing 
licence only being open to private members) – combined with the application to extend 
alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating areas – further increases the risk of 
crime and disorder.  

The existing application was granted on the condition of licensable activities specifically only 
WITHIN the demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on outdoor tables, chairs etc) 
and only for private members who had previously been vetted. These conditions were 
extremely important to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the license as it currently 
stands. And they remain just as critical now. 

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, 
which lead to problems related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide 
disproportionately negative effects for local residents. An increase in crime and disorder, 
disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, thefts, damage to 
property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity. 

Protection of Children from Harm  
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause negative 
cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 
considers the character of an area. The increase in crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour 
also further threatens children.  

Public Safety 
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause cumulative 
impact on the Licensing Objective for the Protection of Public Safety. This application 
threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime, disorder, and 
antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to loitering in the 
street after the licensed hours. 





analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses and
hours and despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed to mitigate
the negative impact of indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded music and films.
consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical conditions to
demonstrate the promotion of the licensing objectives.
demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA
remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited by recently
licenced premises in the area
demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6
propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-
Committees limited hours to mitigate cumulative impact
failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of extended hours,
new outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence

This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact Area. The
sheltered housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by up to 300 customers
entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the rooftop - just 19m away. The
many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding streets will also be negatively impacted.

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 7 days
a week using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas. And there is no reason for
the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, especially given the site’s
proximity to vulnerable residents.

Objections based on the four licensing objectives

Public Nuisance
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at street-
level and rooftop. It will increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises at later hours,
especially after having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with live music and films.
Plus, alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with higher
volume of people walking, talking, smoking and driving. And increase late night public nuisance
caused by cleaning of the facilities and arrival/departure of cleaning staff. And with the request for
outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be increased noise of tables and chairs
being set-up in the early hours and removed in the middle of the night. And again, this is 19m from
residential housing.

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, but no
enforceable dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, queuing and/or
waiting for tables outside the premises, thus creating a cumulative impact upon noise disturbance and
blocking the pavement; no waiting area to avoid external queues; and no evidence that noise will not
emanate from premises.

Crime and Disorder
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service would not
give cause to negative cumulative impact. It does not rebut the presumption in Licensing Policy 2 that
applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely to add to the existing cumulative
impact and will normally be refused.

The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing licence
only being open to private members) – combined with the application to extend alcohol service and
off licence sales to outside seating areas – further increases the risk of crime and disorder. The
existing application was granted on the condition of licensable activities specifically only WITHIN the
demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on outdoor tables, chairs etc) and only for private
members who had previously been vetted. These conditions were extremely important to the
Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the license as it currently stands. And they remain just as
critical now.

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, which
lead to problems related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide disproportionately
negative effects for local residents. An increase in crime and disorder, disorderly conduct, littering,
public urination, violence, noise nuisance, thefts, damage to property and vehicles, obstruction of the
public highway and other unlawful activity.



Protection of Children from Harm
The application fails to demonstrate that the changes would not cause negative cumulative impact on
the Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 considers the character of an area. The increase in
crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour also further threatens children.

Public Safety
This application threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime,
disorder, and antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to loitering in
the street after the licensed hours.

Thank you and regards,





From: Montanez-Dodson, Monty
To: Licensing
Cc:
Subject: FW: application to vary premises licence Session House, Clerkenwell Green
Date: 18 March 2024 11:07:54

Please find Objection below regarding Knotel Variation application

Regards
Licensing
Community Safety, Resilience and Security
Islington Council
222 Upper Street, N1 1XR
Licensing Duty Line: 020 7527 3031 or email licensing@islington.gov.uk

The information contained in this E-Mail may be subject to public disclosure under the
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information is legally exempt from disclosure,
the confidentiality of this E-Mail and your reply cannot be guaranteed. It is intended solely
for the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution
or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be
unlawful.

From:   
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 1:12 AM
To: Montanez-Dodson, Monty <Christopher.Montanez-Dodson@islington.gov.uk>
Cc: 
Subject: application to vary premises licence Session House, Clerkenwell Green

[External]

Dear Christopher,

I think the following application falls under you; application to vary premises licence Session
House, Clerkenwell Green?

We are a little puzzled about this application & we would like to object. It extends the hours of -
live & recorded- music, alcohol serving & film extensively. Also in the outside area. Especially
the latter seems in stark contradiction with the current development of the area described in
the Bunhill and Clerkenwell Area Action Plan (https://www.islington.gov.uk/planning/planning-
policy/islington-local-plan

Islington Local Plan | Islington Council
The Islington Local Plan is used as a foundation for planning decisions and future developments in Islington. 

www.islington.gov.uk

This report contains several policies which set out a vision for the area & to proactively plan &
manage change. Clerkenwell Green -& Clerkenwell Close for that matter- fall within the
Historic Clerkenwell Spatial Strategy Area, Policy AAP8 set outs the Council’s key strategic
considerations for this area. 
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Policy AAP8 places great importance on protecting & preserving the special historic character &
appearance of the area, supporting paragraph 3.77 outlines the Council’s ambition to turn Clerkenwell
Green into a high-quality public space, in addition, it identifies the Clerkenwell Road & Goswell Road
junction as a potential location for public realm improvement. 

Policy AAP2 within the Bunhill and Clerkenwell Area Action Plan provides guidance relating to
developments involving Cultural, Retail & Leisure uses, Part D of this Policy seeks to ensure that proposals
involving any of these uses:

i)  Does not individually or cumulatively harm the vitality, viability, character, function or amenity
of the area, in particular residential amenity.

ii)  Avoids harmful concentrations of nighttime economy uses, particularly premises licensed to
sell alcohol

iii) Ensure that the operation of any potential use does not impact/affect use of the public
realm by other users.

There is already a lot of noise from the pubs around us & the lack of officers being able to control the area
is adding to this. & the pubs close at 11pm. To us it seems that this application -which I have to say, is a
little chaotical, confusingly worded- does not fit the above policies. Therefor we object.

If this is not for you, could you please indicate who to send it to? Many thanks in advance, 

Wishing you a good start of your week,

Kind regards, 



Licensing representation for Knotel UK Ltd, Old Sessions House, 22 Clerkenwell 
Green, EC1R 0NA  

Dear Licensing and Councillors, 

I object to this licence application for Knotel UK Ltd at Old Sessions House (OSH). This 
application is an attempt to circumvent the Licensing Sub-Committee's decisions of 2016.  
The application shows a disregard for Islington's licensing policies, the CIA, local residents 
and the many other concerns listed below. It is not an exception to policy. Please reject this 
application.  

This application is functionally equivalent to a Nightclub licence application for a large 300-
person late-night, 7-day-a-week premises with extensive use of outdoor space at street & 
rooftop levels, on & off alcohol sales, noisy licensable activities (films, music). And all this 
located just 19m from sheltered housing for the elderly. 

This application seeks to change the hours, activities, location and patrons currently allowed 
for in the existing licence. Those hours and conditions were settled after numerous rounds of 
applications and appeals by various applicants dating back almost 10 years. No justification 
for the application has been provided to differentiate it from previous applications which have 
been opposed and no changes to facts or circumstances have rendered the rationales for the 
current licence to be altered. 

This is not the typical licence that is granted in the area, and for good reason. This application 
would cause significant negative cumulative impact on local residents and the area due to the 
size and extent of the operation which will significantly increase late-night foot and road 
traffic.  

This is an inappropriate location for such a late-night alcohol-led offering in a site surrounded 
by residents. Clerkenwell Green & Clerkenwell Close Estates with elderly residents 19m 
away, Peabody Estate 118m, Priory House for elderly 160m and many other residential 
premises. Islington is London's 2nd highest density of licensed premises and suffers from 
higher than London average for violent crimes attributable to alcohol. Clerkenwell is already 
an area of cumulative impact, saturation, ASB and crime. Please don't further aggravate this. 
A reasonable number of reasonably sized licensed premises are welcome provided they 
respect their domestic neighbours' reasonable needs. This application does not. 

Clerkenwell Green has undergone significant change in being largely pedestrianised. 
However, that provides no justification for extended hours and extensive use of outdoor 
space. The private and council residential housing on the north side of the OSH all remain 
unchanged as do the residential blocks opposite the OSH on the west of Farringdon Road. 
Extended hours and the attendant noise of those leaving at 0100 still have the same 
objections as were upheld 7 years ago. 

The pedestrianisation of the Green was not created to provide the OSH or anyone else with 
the ability to extend food service and alcohol service onto the pavements. It was done with 
public consultation to increase amenity for residents. The applicant has 33,000 sq ft of 
premises within which to provide food and alcohol service along with a large roof terrace 
which seems more than adequate. The residents of this area never intended and have 
objected to the Green being turned into another Covent Garden or Exmouth Market. And 
various Licensing Committees have supported that objection with the conditions set on the 
existing OSH and other nearby licences.  

The application proposes no noise analysis and no detailed management, noise or dispersal 
plans, despite being surrounded by residents and being located in a Cumulative Impact Area 
(CIA), proposing extensive use of outdoor space and roof terraces, and  

The proposed alcohol licensable hours are also outside the restricted hours required of 
nearby licensees – and those were restricted in multiple Licensing Committee decisions due 
to proximity to residents in a Cumulative Impact Area. Conditions have not changed in the 
area, and these restrictions are still necessary to avoid cumulative negative impact. 
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And the proposal seeks to remove previous restrictions that were set by the Licensing Sub-
Committee) specifically to protect local residents.  

The application seeks to: 
• Extend hours
• Extend activities
• Extend location of licensable activities
• Extend who can access licensable activities to non-members
• Add live & recorded music, films and late-night refreshment 7 days a week
• Remove the current condition that no chairs or tables or signage or display boards of any

kind shall be placed on the pavement or carriageway outside the premises at any time
• Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area in Clerkenwell Green

(something that is specifically prevented by the conditions of the current licence)

This proposal fails to: 
• adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives
• adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area

and Conservation Area
• propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking)
• analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses

and hours and despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed
to mitigate the negative impact of indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded
music and films.

• consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical
conditions to demonstrate the promotion of the licensing objectives.

• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA
• remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited

by recently licenced premises in the area
• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6
• propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-

Committees limited hours to mitigate cumulative impact
• failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of

extended hours, new outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence

This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact 
Area. The sheltered housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by 
up to 300 customers entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the 
rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding 
streets will also be negatively impact by increased noise – including the 1 Britton St block of 
residential flats mere metres from the proposed rooftop drinking area. 

They and other neighbouring residents will be further inundated with cumulative impact noise 
and nuisance from late night opening hours, music and drinking 7 nights a week. The late-
night hours are far longer than other licensed premises in this CIA.  

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 
7 days a week using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas.  

The applicant provides no management plan or noise plan to adequately explain how it will be 
able to operate multiple units with vast outdoor space, so many more hours and so many 
more customers without adding cumulative impact. 

There is no reason for the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, 
especially given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 

By comparison, the Granger & Co restaurant is opposite OSH on the east side of Clerkenwell 
Green (120 metres away). The closest residents to Granger & Co are 40 metres from the 
premises (vs. 19 metres). It has a maximum capacity of 90 people which is a fraction the size 
of OSH. Grangers must operate solely as a restaurant with a full table meal required for 
alcohol service, so 0% vertical drinking opportunity. There is no outside space and no outside 
tables or chairs are permitted. No new patrons are permitted to enter after 22:00. There is no 
live music, recorded music, films, dance or other entertainment. No queuing is permitted 
outside the premises at any time. No more than 5 patrons or staff are permitted to smoke 



outside at any time. No deliveries are permitted on Sundays, and very limited deliveries by 
van on Saturdays. And Granger has no off-licence. 

There is no rationale as to why Knotel should benefit from such a vast competitive advantage 
at the expense of local residents and in contravention to Licensing Policy and the protection 
of the CIA. 

The Grade II* listed windows of this premises cannot be acoustically sealed to keep the noise 
from patrons inside so as not to cause a nuisance to local residents. This differs from the 
modern insulated glazing at all the recently licensed premises in the vicinity – none of which 
pose the added nuisance risk from entertainment since their licences do not include films, 
dance, live music etc.  

Furthermore, other licence applicants have consulted with neighbours and community groups 
to successfully adopt policies that would mitigate negative impact, including nearby applicants 
like Granger & Co and The Piano Works. This applicant approached a few neighbours but did 
not provide adequate time to engage and consult with them. 

Status of the Applicant 

Knotel UK Ltd is now three months late filing its accounts. Link: https://find-and-
update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/11135999 

I asked about this and was told that the accounts were delayed because of the complex audit 
requirements of a US-listed group. I’ve spoken to experienced corporate lawyers and 
understand this is false. There are many US listed groups with UK subsidiaries - they all file 
UK accounts on time. It is unlawful not to, and potentially a criminal offence. 

I therefore do not believe the explanation given to the licensing lawyer. 

We are concerned that this demonstrates either a poor level of management and governance, 
or that the company is in financial difficulty. We note that Knotel went bankrupt in 2021. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at 
street-level and rooftop – where noise will emanate around Clerkenwell Green. It will also 
increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises at later hours, especially after 
having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with live music and films. Plus, 
alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with 
increased volume of people walking, talking, smoking and driving in the area. It stands to 
increase disorder in the street at closing time, noise from customers leaving later at night, 
noise from increased traffic later at night, noise from deliveries and rubbish removal, noise 
and blocking of pavement from customers smoking outside, and noise and blocking of 
pavement from customers queuing/waiting outside.  

And increased late night public nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and 
arrival/departure of cleaning staff. Cleaning is likely to be done between 00:00 and 08:00 
given that the application requests opening times of 08:00-23:00/00:00 7 days a week.  

And with the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be 
increased noise of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the 
middle of the night. And again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, 
but no enforceable dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, 
queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the premises, thus creating a cumulative impact 
upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to avoid external queues; 
and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 



Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service 
would not give cause to negative cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for the 
Prevention of Crime and Disorder. It does not rebut the presumption in Licensing Policy 2 that 
applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely to add to the existing 
cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 

The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing 
licence only being open to private members) – combined with the application to extend 
alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating areas – further increases the risk of 
crime and disorder.  

The existing application was granted on the condition of licensable activities specifically only 
WITHIN the demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on outdoor tables, chairs etc) 
and only for private members who had previously been vetted. These conditions were 
extremely important to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the license as it currently 
stands. And they remain just as critical now. 

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, 
which lead to problems related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide 
disproportionately negative effects for local residents. An increase in crime and disorder, 
disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, thefts, damage to 
property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity. 

Protection of Children from Harm  
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause negative 
cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 
considers the character of an area. The increase in crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour 
also further threatens children.  

Public Safety 
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause cumulative 
impact on the Licensing Objective for the Protection of Public Safety. This application 
threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime, disorder, and 
antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to loitering in the 
street after the licensed hours. 
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 Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area 

This proposal fails to: 
 adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives 
 adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area and Conservation Area 
 propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking) 
 analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses and hours and despite 

having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed to mitigate the negative impact of indoor 
activities such as drinking, live music, recorded music and films. 

 consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical conditions to demonstrate the 
promotion of the licensing objectives. 

 demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA 
 remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited by recently licenced 

premises in the area 
 demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6 
 propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-Committees limited hours 

to mitigate cumulative impact  
 failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of extended hours, new outdoor 

seating and new outdoor off licence 

This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact Area. The sheltered 

housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by up to 

300 customers entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the rooftop - just 19m away. The 

many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding streets will also be negatively impacted. 

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 7 days a week 

using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas. And there is no reason for the Licensing Committee 

to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, especially given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  

The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at street-level and rooftop. It 

will increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premisesat later hours, especially after having consumed 

alcohol and been in noisy environments with live music and films. Plus, alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime 

and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with higher volume of people 

walking, talking, smoking and driving. And increase late night public nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and 

arrival/departure of cleaning staff. And with the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also 

be increased noise of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the middle of the night. And 

again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, but no enforceable 

dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the 

premises, thus creating a cumulative impact upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to 

avoid external queues; and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 

Crime and Disorder 









Licensing representation for Knotel UK Ltd, Old Sessions House, 22 Clerkenwell 
Green, EC1R 0NA  

Dear Licensing and Councillors, 

I object to this licence application for Knotel UK Ltd at Old Sessions House (OSH). The 
application shows a disregard for Islington's licensing policies, the CIA, local residents and 
the many other concerns listed below. It is not an exception to policy.  

This application is functionally equivalent to a Nightclub licence application for a large 300-
person late-night, 7-day-a-week premises with extensive use of outdoor space at street & 
rooftop levels, on & off alcohol sales, noisy licensable activities (films, music).  

The application seeks to change the hours, activities, location and patrons currently allowed 
for in the existing licence. Those hours and conditions were settled after numerous rounds of 
applications and appeals by various applicants dating back almost 10 years.  

No justification for the application has been provided to differentiate it from previous 
applications that were opposed and no changes to facts or circumstances have rendered the 
rationales for the current licence to be altered. 

This is not the typical licence granted in the area, and for good reason. This application would 
cause significant negative cumulative impact on local residents and the area due to the size 
and extent of the operation which will significantly increase late-night foot and road traffic. 
This is an inappropriate location for such a late-night alcohol-led offering in a site surrounded 
by residents. Clerkenwell is already an area of cumulative impact, saturation, ASB and crime. 

Clerkenwell Green has undergone significant change in being largely pedestrianised. 
However, that provides no justification for extended hours and extensive use of outdoor 
space. Extended hours and the attendant noise of those leaving at 0100 still have the same 
objections as were upheld 7 years ago. 

The proposed hours are notably longer than nearby licensees, wherein multiple Licensing 
Committee decided to restrict hours due to proximity to residents in Cumulative Impact Area. 

The application seeks to: 
• Extend hours
• Extend activities
• Extend location
• Extend customer base
• Add music, films and late-night refreshment
• Remove the current condition for alcohol only inside the building
• Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area

This proposal fails to: 
• adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives
• adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area

and Conservation Area
• propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking)
• analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses

and hours and despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed
to mitigate the negative impact of indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded
music and films.

• consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical
conditions to demonstrate the promotion of the licensing objectives.

• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA
• remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited

by recently licenced premises in the area
• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6
• propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-

Committees limited hours to mitigate cumulative impact
• failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of

extended hours, new outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence
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This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact 
Area. The sheltered housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by 
up to 300 customers entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the 
rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding 
streets will also be negatively impacted. 

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 
7 days a week using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas. And there is 
no reason for the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, especially 
given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at 
street-level and rooftop. It will increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises 
at later hours, especially after having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with 
live music and films. Plus, alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with 
higher volume of people walking, talking, smoking and driving. And increase late night public 
nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and arrival/departure of cleaning staff. And with 
the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be increased noise 
of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the middle of the night. 
And again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, 
but no enforceable dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, 
queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the premises, thus creating a cumulative impact 
upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to avoid external queues; 
and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 

Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service 
would not give cause to negative cumulative impact. It does not rebut the presumption in 
Licensing Policy 2 that applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely 
to add to the existing cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 

The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing 
licence only being open to private members) – combined with the application to extend 
alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating areas – further increases the risk of 
crime and disorder. The existing application was granted on the condition of licensable 
activities specifically only WITHIN the demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on 
outdoor tables, chairs etc) and only for private members who had previously been vetted. 
These conditions were extremely important to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the 
license as it currently stands. And they remain just as critical now. 

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, 
which lead to problems related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide 
disproportionately negative effects for local residents. An increase in crime and disorder, 
disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, thefts, damage to 
property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity. 

Protection of Children from Harm 
The application fails to demonstrate that the changes would not cause negative cumulative 
impact on the Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 considers the character of an area. 
The increase in crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour also further threatens children.  

Public Safety 
This application threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime, 
disorder, and antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to 
loitering in the street after the licensed hours. 
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Jones, Carol

From:  
Sent: 19 March 2024 16:07
To: Licensing
Cc: Jones, Carol
Subject: Fw: Urgent - Midnight deadline to object to 1am Old Sessions
Attachments: FoCG objection.docx; resident objection.docx; Old Sessions House - Application Form (with 

Annex A).pdf

[External]  

Hello there  

Please see below (resend due to typo in your email address). 

Thanks and kind regards  

 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 

 
 

 
 

 
Hi there  

I would like to add my voice to the Friends of Clerkenwell Green. 

My name's   and I live at  

When we all received a consultation document for pedestrianising the Green, there was no suggestion that this 
might lead to longer licensing hours.  

I do think this would lead to more noise into the early morning from people leaving the Sessions House.  We have 
the Sekforde Arms which is restricted to 10.15. 

Thank you and kind regards  

  

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Apologies for the short notice but this deadline caught us off guard. 

Please email Licensing today... licensing@islington.gov.uk, Carol.Jones@islington.gov.uk 

Knotel is applying to change the alcohol licence for Old Sessions House, extending hours till 1am, adding extensive 
outdoor areas in the Green, etc. Basically all the things that previous License applications for the building tried and 
failed to get because of the negative impact on nearby residents.  

They're looking for late‐night hours 7‐days‐a‐week open till 23:30 Mon‐Wed and 01:00 Thu‐Sun. 

The licence application is attached in case you'd like to review it. 

The objection we've sent is attached, as well as a shorter one if you'd like to use it. 

Thank you for your help. 

‐‐  
 

 
 

 



Licensing representation for Knotel UK Ltd, Old Sessions House, 22 Clerkenwell 
Green, EC1R 0NA  

Dear Licensing and Councillors, 

I object to this licence application for Knotel UK Ltd at Old Sessions House (OSH). The 
application shows a disregard for Islington's licensing policies, the CIA, local residents and 
the many other concerns listed below. It is not an exception to policy.  

This application is functionally equivalent to a Nightclub licence application for a large 300-
person late-night, 7-day-a-week premises with extensive use of outdoor space at street & 
rooftop levels, on & off alcohol sales, noisy licensable activities (films, music).  

The application seeks to change the hours, activities, location and patrons currently allowed 
for in the existing licence. Those hours and conditions were settled after numerous rounds of 
applications and appeals by various applicants dating back almost 10 years.  

No justification for the application has been provided to differentiate it from previous 
applications that were opposed and no changes to facts or circumstances have rendered the 
rationales for the current licence to be altered. 

This is not the typical licence granted in the area, and for good reason. This application would 
cause significant negative cumulative impact on local residents and the area due to the size 
and extent of the operation which will significantly increase late-night foot and road traffic. 
This is an inappropriate location for such a late-night alcohol-led offering in a site surrounded 
by residents. Clerkenwell is already an area of cumulative impact, saturation, ASB and crime. 

Clerkenwell Green has undergone significant change in being largely pedestrianised. 
However, that provides no justification for extended hours and extensive use of outdoor 
space. Extended hours and the attendant noise of those leaving at 0100 still have the same 
objections as were upheld 7 years ago. 

The proposed hours are notably longer than nearby licensees, wherein multiple Licensing 
Committee decided to restrict hours due to proximity to residents in Cumulative Impact Area. 

The application seeks to: 
• Extend hours
• Extend activities
• Extend location
• Extend customer base
• Add music, films and late-night refreshment
• Remove the current condition for alcohol only inside the building
• Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area

This proposal fails to: 
• adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives
• adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area

and Conservation Area
• propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking)
• analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses

and hours and despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed
to mitigate the negative impact of indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded
music and films.

• consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical
conditions to demonstrate the promotion of the licensing objectives.

• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA
• remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited

by recently licenced premises in the area
• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6
• propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-

Committees limited hours to mitigate cumulative impact
• failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of

extended hours, new outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence
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This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact 
Area. The sheltered housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by 
up to 300 customers entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the 
rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding 
streets will also be negatively impacted. 

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 
7 days a week using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas. And there is 
no reason for the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, especially 
given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at 
street-level and rooftop. It will increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises 
at later hours, especially after having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with 
live music and films. Plus, alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with 
higher volume of people walking, talking, smoking and driving. And increase late night public 
nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and arrival/departure of cleaning staff. And with 
the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be increased noise 
of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the middle of the night. 
And again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, 
but no enforceable dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, 
queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the premises, thus creating a cumulative impact 
upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to avoid external queues; 
and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 

Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service 
would not give cause to negative cumulative impact. It does not rebut the presumption in 
Licensing Policy 2 that applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely 
to add to the existing cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 

The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing 
licence only being open to private members) – combined with the application to extend 
alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating areas – further increases the risk of 
crime and disorder. The existing application was granted on the condition of licensable 
activities specifically only WITHIN the demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on 
outdoor tables, chairs etc) and only for private members who had previously been vetted. 
These conditions were extremely important to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the 
license as it currently stands. And they remain just as critical now. 

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, 
which lead to problems related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide 
disproportionately negative effects for local residents. An increase in crime and disorder, 
disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, thefts, damage to 
property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity. 

Protection of Children from Harm 
The application fails to demonstrate that the changes would not cause negative cumulative 
impact on the Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 considers the character of an area. 
The increase in crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour also further threatens children.  

Public Safety 
This application threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime, 
disorder, and antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to 
loitering in the street after the licensed hours. 
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Clerkenwell Green has undergone significant change in being largely pedestrianised. However, that provides no 
justification for extended hours and extensive use of outdoor space. Extended hours and the attendant noise of those 
leaving at 0100 still have the same objections as were upheld 7 years ago. 

The proposed hours are notably longer than nearby licensees, wherein multiple Licensing Committee decided to 
restrict hours due to proximity to residents in Cumulative Impact Area.  

The application seeks to: 
 Extend hours
 Extend activities
 Extend location
 Extend customer base
 Add music, films and late-night refreshment
 Remove the current condition for alcohol only inside the building
 Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area

This proposal fails to: 
 adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives
 adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area and Conservation Area
 propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking)
 analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses and hours and despite

having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed to mitigate the negative impact of indoor
activities such as drinking, live music, recorded music and films.

 consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical conditions to demonstrate the
promotion of the licensing objectives.

 demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA
 remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited by recently licenced

premises in the area
 demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6
 propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-Committees limited

hours to mitigate cumulative impact
 failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of extended hours, new outdoor

seating and new outdoor off licence

This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact Area. The sheltered 
housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by up to 300 customers entering/exiting the 
premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell 
Green and surrounding streets will also be negatively impacted.  

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 7 days a week using 
the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas. And there is no reason for the Licensing Committee to 
grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, especially given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at street-level and rooftop. It 
will increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises at later hours, especially after having consumed 
alcohol and been in noisy environments with live music and films. Plus, alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime 
and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with higher volume of people 
walking, talking, smoking and driving. And increase late night public nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and 
arrival/departure of cleaning staff. And with the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also 
be increased noise of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the middle of the night. And 
again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, but no enforceable 
dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the 
premises, thus creating a cumulative impact upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to 
avoid external queues; and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 

Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service would not give cause to 
negative cumulative impact. It does not rebut the presumption in Licensing Policy 2 that applications for new premises 
in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely to add to the existing cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 
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The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing licence only being open 
to private members) – combined with the application to extend alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating 
areas – further increases the risk of crime and disorder. The existing application was granted on the condition of 
licensable activities specifically only WITHIN the demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on outdoor tables, 
chairs etc) and only for private members who had previously been vetted. These conditions were extremely important 
to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the license as it currently stands. And they remain just as critical now. 

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, which lead to problems 
related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide disproportionately negative effects for local 
residents. An increase in crime and disorder, disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, 
thefts, damage to property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity.  

Protection of Children from Harm  
The application fails to demonstrate that the changes would not cause negative cumulative impact on the Protection 
of Children. Licensing Policy 1 considers the character of an area. The increase in crime, disorder and antisocial 
behaviour also further threatens children.  

Public Safety 
This application threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime, disorder, and antisocial 
behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to loitering in the street after the licensed hours. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 





Licensing representation for Knotel UK Ltd, Old Sessions House, 22 Clerkenwell 
Green, EC1R 0NA  

Dear Licensing and Councillors, 

I object to this licence application for Knotel UK Ltd at Old Sessions House (OSH). The 
application shows a disregard for Islington's licensing policies, the CIA, local residents and 
the many other concerns listed below. It is not an exception to policy.  

This application is functionally equivalent to a Nightclub licence application for a large 300-
person late-night, 7-day-a-week premises with extensive use of outdoor space at street & 
rooftop levels, on & off alcohol sales, noisy licensable activities (films, music).  

The application seeks to change the hours, activities, location and patrons currently allowed 
for in the existing licence. Those hours and conditions were settled after numerous rounds of 
applications and appeals by various applicants dating back almost 10 years.  

No justification for the application has been provided to differentiate it from previous 
applications that were opposed and no changes to facts or circumstances have rendered the 
rationales for the current licence to be altered. 

This is not the typical licence granted in the area, and for good reason. This application would 
cause significant negative cumulative impact on local residents and the area due to the size 
and extent of the operation which will significantly increase late-night foot and road traffic. 
This is an inappropriate location for such a late-night alcohol-led offering in a site surrounded 
by residents. Clerkenwell is already an area of cumulative impact, saturation, ASB and crime.  

Clerkenwell Green has undergone significant change in being largely pedestrianised. 
However, that provides no justification for extended hours and extensive use of outdoor 
space. Extended hours and the attendant noise of those leaving at 0100 still have the same 
objections as were upheld 7 years ago. 

The proposed hours are notably longer than nearby licensees, wherein multiple Licensing 
Committee decided to restrict hours due to proximity to residents in Cumulative Impact Area. 

The application seeks to: 
• Extend hours
• Extend activities
• Extend location
• Extend customer base
• Add music, films and late-night refreshment
• Remove the current condition for alcohol only inside the building
• Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area

This proposal fails to: 
• adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives
• adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area

and Conservation Area
• propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking)
• analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses

and hours and despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed
to mitigate the negative impact of indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded
music and films.

• consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical
conditions to demonstrate the promotion of the licensing objectives.

• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA
• remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited

by recently licenced premises in the area
• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6
• propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-

Committees limited hours to mitigate cumulative impact
• failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of

extended hours, new outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence
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This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact 
Area. The sheltered housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by 
up to 300 customers entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the 
rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding 
streets will also be negatively impacted. 

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 
7 days a week using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas. And there is 
no reason for the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, especially 
given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at 
street-level and rooftop. It will increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises 
at later hours, especially after having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with 
live music and films. Plus, alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with 
higher volume of people walking, talking, smoking and driving. And increase late night public 
nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and arrival/departure of cleaning staff. And with 
the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be increased noise 
of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the middle of the night. 
And again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, 
but no enforceable dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, 
queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the premises, thus creating a cumulative impact 
upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to avoid external queues; 
and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 

Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service 
would not give cause to negative cumulative impact. It does not rebut the presumption in 
Licensing Policy 2 that applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely 
to add to the existing cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 

The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing 
licence only being open to private members) – combined with the application to extend 
alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating areas – further increases the risk of 
crime and disorder. The existing application was granted on the condition of licensable 
activities specifically only WITHIN the demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on 
outdoor tables, chairs etc) and only for private members who had previously been vetted. 
These conditions were extremely important to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the 
license as it currently stands. And they remain just as critical now. 

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, 
which lead to problems related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide 
disproportionately negative effects for local residents. An increase in crime and disorder, 
disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, thefts, damage to 
property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity. 

Protection of Children from Harm 
The application fails to demonstrate that the changes would not cause negative cumulative 
impact on the Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 considers the character of an area. 
The increase in crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour also further threatens children.  

Public Safety 
This application threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime, 
disorder, and antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to 
loitering in the street after the licensed hours. 
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And the proposal seeks to remove previous restrictions that were set by the Licensing Sub-Committee) specifically to 
protect local residents.  

The application seeks to: 
 Extend hours
 Extend activities
 Extend location of licensable activities
 Extend who can access licensable activities to non-members
 Add live & recorded music, films and late-night refreshment 7 days a week
 Remove the current condition that no chairs or tables or signage or display boards of any kind shall be placed
on the pavement or carriageway outside the premises at any time
 Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area in Clerkenwell Green (something that is
specifically prevented by the conditions of the current licence)

This proposal fails to: 
 adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives
 adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area and Conservation
Area
 propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking)
 analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses and hours and
despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed to mitigate the negative impact of
indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded music and films.
 consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical conditions to demonstrate the
promotion of the licensing objectives.
 demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA
 remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited by recently licenced
premises in the area
 demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6
 propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-Committees limited
hours to mitigate cumulative impact
 failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of extended hours, new
outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence

This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact Area. The sheltered 
housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by up to 300 customers entering/exiting the 
premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell 
Green and surrounding streets will also be negatively impact by increased noise – including the 1 Britton St block of 
residential flats mere metres from the proposed rooftop drinking area. 

They and other neighbouring residents will be further inundated with cumulative impact noise and nuisance from late 
night opening hours, music and drinking 7 nights a week. The late-night hours are far longer than other licensed 
premises in this CIA.  

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 7 days a week using 
the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas.  

The applicant provides no management plan or noise plan to adequately explain how it will be able to operate multiple 
units with vast outdoor space, so many more hours and so many more customers without adding cumulative impact. 

There is no reason for the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, especially given the site’s 
proximity to vulnerable residents. 

By comparison, the Granger & Co restaurant is opposite OSH on the east side of Clerkenwell Green (120 metres 
away). The closest residents to Granger & Co are 40 metres from the premises (vs. 19 metres). It has a maximum 
capacity of 90 people which is a fraction the size of OSH. Grangers must operate solely as a restaurant with a full 
table meal required for alcohol service, so 0% vertical drinking opportunity. No new patrons are permitted to enter 
after 22:00. There is no live music, recorded music, films, dance or other entertainment. No queuing is permitted 
outside the premises at any time. No more than 5 patrons or staff are permitted to smoke outside at any time. No 
deliveries are permitted on Sundays, and very limited deliveries by van on Saturdays. And Granger has no off-licence. 

There is no rationale as to why Knotel should benefit from such a vast competitive advantage at the expense of local 
residents and in contravention to Licensing Policy and the protection of the CIA. 
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The Grade II* listed windows of this premises cannot be acoustically sealed to keep the noise from patrons inside so 
as not to cause a nuisance to local residents. This differs from the modern insulated glazing at all the recently 
licensed premises in the vicinity – none of which pose the added nuisance risk from entertainment since their licences 
do not include films, dance, live music etc.  

Furthermore, other licence applicants have consulted with neighbours and community groups to successfully adopt 
policies that would mitigate negative impact, including nearby applicants like Granger & Co and The Piano Works. 
This applicant approached a few neighbours but did not provide adequate time to engage and consult with them. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance 
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at street-level and rooftop – 
where noise will emanate around Clerkenwell Green. It will also increase the noise of people coming in and out of the 
premises at later hours, especially after having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with live music and 
films. Plus, alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with increased volume of 
people walking, talking, smoking and driving in the area. It stands to increase disorder in the street at closing time, 
noise from customers leaving later at night, noise from increased traffic later at night, noise from deliveries and 
rubbish removal, noise and blocking of pavement from customers smoking outside, and noise and blocking of 
pavement from customers queuing/waiting outside.  

And increased late night public nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and arrival/departure of cleaning staff. 
Cleaning is likely to be done between 00:00 and 08:00 given that the application requests opening times of 08:00-
23:00/00:00 7 days a week.  

And with the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be increased noise of tables and 
chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the middle of the night. And again, this is 19m from residential 
housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, but no enforceable 
dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the 
premises, thus creating a cumulative impact upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to 
avoid external queues; and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 

Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service would not give cause to 
negative cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for the Prevention of Crime and Disorder. It does not rebut the 
presumption in Licensing Policy 2 that applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely to add to 
the existing cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 

The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing licence only being open 
to private members) – combined with the application to extend alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating 
areas – further increases the risk of crime and disorder.  

The existing application was granted on the condition of licensable activities specifically only WITHIN the demise of 
the premises (with a specific prohibition on outdoor tables, chairs etc) and only for private members who had 
previously been vetted. These conditions were extremely important to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the 
license as it currently stands. And they remain just as critical now. 

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, which lead to problems 
related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide disproportionately negative effects for local 
residents. An increase in crime and disorder, disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, 
thefts, damage to property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity.  

Protection of Children from Harm  
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause negative cumulative impact on the 
Licensing Objective for Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 considers the character of an area. The increase in 
crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour also further threatens children.  

Public Safety 
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause cumulative impact on the Licensing 
Objective for the Protection of Public Safety. This application threatens public safety not only due to the 





From:    
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2024 10:00 AM 
To: Licensing <Licensing@islington.gov.uk>; Jones, Carol <Carol.Jones@islington.gov.uk> 
Cc:

 

 
Subject: FW: Old Sessions House - Premises Licence - Extensions 

[External] 
Dear Islington Licensing 

The Old Sessions House new operators are seeking to extend the licence that was settled over 7-10 
years ago after a large number of meetings, hearings and attempts by various owners and operators 
to turn the OSH into a late night venue. Local residents were obliged to take up a considerable 
amount of time and devote significant effort to oppose those attempts and the Licensing Committee 
obliged to consider all those representations at significant expense. 

Now Knotel want to try their hand at getting late licensing but present not a single argument to 
justify their demands whilst ignoring the previous objections and the reasoned decisions of the 
various Committees. I replied to the applicant’s lawyer’s suggestion of a tour below on 1 March 
setting out why neither a tour nor their extensions were justified. I fully endorse the objections of 
Leora Neidle and should be taken as having submitted those objections in full. 

In bullet point summary, I object as follows: 
• NOTHING HAS CHANGED – no changes to the surroundings of the OSH have occurred since

the current licence that justify ANY change in the licence. All the residential property
immediately adjacent to the OSH some literally across the road) still exists and indeed more
new residential property now exists opposite the front of the OSH.

• No justification has been advanced at all beyond Knotel wanting to have longer licences and
food and alcohol service on the newly pedestrianised Green

• If Knotel get these extensions, they or the next operator will then have the opportunity to
argue in another 7 years that the licence should go another hour longer.

• NO MEANS NO. Huge effort was involved in establishing the current licence from local
residents and the Council. Unless applicants can demonstrate clear materially substantial
changes to the circumstances of the premises or the bases for the current licence, they
should be refused. Knotel have demonstrated nothing but lazy baseless greed which does
not deserve any serious consideration by the Committee let alone yet more vast effort from
the locals or the Council

I therefore submit that the Council should say NO to KNOTEL so the message goes out to the 
Licensing community that chancing your arm a few years down the line will not work so don’t waste 
everyone’s time. 

Yours sincerely 
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Licensing representation for Knotel UK Ltd, Old Sessions House, 22 Clerkenwell 
Green, EC1R 0NA  

Dear Licensing and Councillors, 

Friends of Clerkenwell Green (FoCG) objects to this licence application for Knotel UK Ltd at 
Old Sessions House (OSH). This application is an attempt to circumvent the Licensing Sub-
Committee's decisions of 2016.  The application shows a disregard for Islington's licensing 
policies, the CIA, local residents and the many other concerns listed below. It is not an 
exception to policy. Please reject this application.  

This application is functionally equivalent to a Nightclub licence application for a large 300-
person late-night, 7-day-a-week premises with extensive use of outdoor space at street & 
rooftop levels, on & off alcohol sales, noisy licensable activities (films, music). And all this 
located just 19m from sheltered housing for the elderly. 

This application seeks to change the hours, activities, location and patrons currently allowed 
for in the existing licence. Those hours and conditions were settled after numerous rounds of 
applications and appeals by various applicants dating back almost 10 years. No justification 
for the application has been provided to differentiate it from previous applications which have 
been opposed and no changes to facts or circumstances have rendered the rationales for the 
current licence to be altered. 

This is not the typical licence that is granted in the area, and for good reason. This application 
would cause significant negative cumulative impact on local residents and the area due to the 
size and extent of the operation which will significantly increase late-night foot and road 
traffic.  

This is an inappropriate location for such a late-night alcohol-led offering in a site surrounded 
by residents. Clerkenwell Green & Clerkenwell Close Estates with elderly residents 19m 
away, Peabody Estate 118m, Priory House for elderly 160m and many other residential 
premises. Islington is London's 2nd highest density of licensed premises and suffers from 
higher than London average for violent crimes attributable to alcohol. Clerkenwell is already 
an area of cumulative impact, saturation, ASB and crime. Please don't further aggravate this. 
A reasonable number of reasonably sized licensed premises are welcome provided they 
respect their domestic neighbours' reasonable needs. This application does not. 

Clerkenwell Green has undergone significant change in being largely pedestrianised. 
However, that provides no justification for extended hours and extensive use of outdoor 
space. The private and council residential housing on the north side of the OSH all remain 
unchanged as do the residential blocks opposite the OSH on the west of Farringdon Road. 
Extended hours and the attendant noise of those leaving at 0100 still have the same 
objections as were upheld 7 years ago. 

The pedestrianisation of the Green was not created to provide the OSH or anyone else with 
the ability to extend food service and alcohol service onto the pavements. It was done with 
public consultation to increase amenity for residents. The applicant has 33,000 sq ft of 
premises within which to provide food and alcohol service along with a large roof terrace 
which seems more than adequate. The residents of this area never intended and have 
objected to the Green being turned into another Covent Garden or Exmouth Market. And 
various Licensing Committees have supported that objection with the conditions set on the 
existing OSH and other nearby licences.  

The application proposes no noise analysis and no detailed management, noise or dispersal 
plans, despite being surrounded by residents and being located in a Cumulative Impact Area 
(CIA), proposing extensive use of outdoor space and roof terraces, and  

The proposed alcohol licensable hours are also outside the restricted hours required of 
nearby licensees – and those were restricted in multiple Licensing Committee decisions due 
to proximity to residents in a Cumulative Impact Area. Conditions have not changed in the 
area, and these restrictions are still necessary to avoid cumulative negative impact. 

Rep 21



And the proposal seeks to remove previous restrictions that were set by the Licensing Sub-
Committee) specifically to protect local residents.  

The application seeks to: 
• Extend hours
• Extend activities
• Extend location of licensable activities
• Extend who can access licensable activities to non-members
• Add live & recorded music, films and late-night refreshment 7 days a week
• Remove the current condition that no chairs or tables or signage or display boards of any

kind shall be placed on the pavement or carriageway outside the premises at any time
• Add on-and off-licence alcohol sales for an outdoor street-level area in Clerkenwell Green

(something that is specifically prevented by the conditions of the current licence)

This proposal fails to: 
• adequately demonstrate the promotion of the Licensing Objectives
• adequately address the impact of the proposed activities on this Cumulative Impact Area

and Conservation Area
• propose an offering that is not alcohol-led (vertical drinking)
• analyse the noise impact of the proposed activities – despite proposing vast outdoor uses

and hours and despite having Grade II* listed windows that cannot be acoustically sealed
to mitigate the negative impact of indoor activities such as drinking, live music, recorded
music and films.

• consider a noise management plan, dispersal management plan or other critical
conditions to demonstrate the promotion of the licensing objectives.

• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to the CIA
• remove outdoor queues or outdoor drinking at street level or terraces – items prohibited

by recently licenced premises in the area
• demonstrate valid reasons to be considered an exception to licensing policy 6
• propose hours in-line with recently licenced premises in the vicinity, where Licensing Sub-

Committees limited hours to mitigate cumulative impact
• failed to supply a noise management plan to demonstrate no cumulative impact of

extended hours, new outdoor seating and new outdoor off licence

This application creates significant risk of disturbance to residents in a Cumulative Impact 
Area. The sheltered housing residents of Clerkenwell Green Estate will be overwhelmed by 
up to 300 customers entering/exiting the premises, drinking in outdoor seating and on the 
rooftop - just 19m away. The many other residents of Clerkenwell Green and surrounding 
streets will also be negatively impact by increased noise – including the 1 Britton St block of 
residential flats mere metres from the proposed rooftop drinking area. 

They and other neighbouring residents will be further inundated with cumulative impact noise 
and nuisance from late night opening hours, music and drinking 7 nights a week. The late-
night hours are far longer than other licensed premises in this CIA.  

There is no sound insulation to protect residents from the increased noise of late-night crowds 
7 days a week using the roof top terrace and street-level outdoor seating areas.  

The applicant provides no management plan or noise plan to adequately explain how it will be 
able to operate multiple units with vast outdoor space, so many more hours and so many 
more customers without adding cumulative impact. 

There is no reason for the Licensing Committee to grant longer hours and outdoor drinking, 
especially given the site’s proximity to vulnerable residents. 

By comparison, the Granger & Co restaurant is opposite OSH on the east side of Clerkenwell 
Green (120 metres away). The closest residents to Granger & Co are 40 metres from the 
premises (vs. 19 metres). It has a maximum capacity of 90 people which is a fraction the size 
of OSH. Grangers must operate solely as a restaurant with a full table meal required for 
alcohol service, so 0% vertical drinking opportunity. There is no outside space and no outside 
tables or chairs are permitted. No new patrons are permitted to enter after 22:00. There is no 
live music, recorded music, films, dance or other entertainment. No queuing is permitted 
outside the premises at any time. No more than 5 patrons or staff are permitted to smoke 



outside at any time. No deliveries are permitted on Sundays, and very limited deliveries by 
van on Saturdays. And Granger has no off-licence. 

There is no rationale as to why Knotel should benefit from such a vast competitive advantage 
at the expense of local residents and in contravention to Licensing Policy and the protection 
of the CIA. 

The Grade II* listed windows of this premises cannot be acoustically sealed to keep the noise 
from patrons inside so as not to cause a nuisance to local residents. This differs from the 
modern insulated glazing at all the recently licensed premises in the vicinity – none of which 
pose the added nuisance risk from entertainment since their licences do not include films, 
dance, live music etc.  

Furthermore, other licence applicants have consulted with neighbours and community groups 
to successfully adopt policies that would mitigate negative impact, including nearby applicants 
like Granger & Co and The Piano Works. This applicant approached a few neighbours but did 
not provide adequate time to engage and consult with them. 

Status of the Applicant 

Knotel UK Ltd is now three months late filing its accounts. Link: https://find-and-
update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/11135999 

Friends of Clerkenwell Green asked about this and was told that the accounts were delayed 
because of the complex audit requirements of a US-listed group. We’ve spoken to 
experienced corporate lawyers and understand this is false. There are many US listed groups 
with UK subsidiaries - they all file UK accounts on time. It is unlawful not to, and potentially a 
criminal offence. 

FoCG therefore does not believe the explanation given to the licensing lawyer. 

We are concerned that this demonstrates either a poor level of management and governance, 
or that the company is in financial difficulty. We note that Knotel went bankrupt in 2021. 

Objections based on the four licensing objectives 

Public Nuisance  
The application would significantly increase noise levels with outdoor licensable activities at 
street-level and rooftop – where noise will emanate around Clerkenwell Green. It will also 
increase the noise of people coming in and out of the premises at later hours, especially after 
having consumed alcohol and been in noisy environments with live music and films. Plus, 
alcohol-related antisocial behaviour and crime and off sales.  

This would increase foot and road traffic, especially at late night hours 7 days a week, with 
increased volume of people walking, talking, smoking and driving in the area. It stands to 
increase disorder in the street at closing time, noise from customers leaving later at night, 
noise from increased traffic later at night, noise from deliveries and rubbish removal, noise 
and blocking of pavement from customers smoking outside, and noise and blocking of 
pavement from customers queuing/waiting outside.  

And increased late night public nuisance caused by cleaning of the facilities and 
arrival/departure of cleaning staff. Cleaning is likely to be done between 00:00 and 08:00 
given that the application requests opening times of 08:00-23:00/00:00 7 days a week.  

And with the request for outdoor licensable activities at street level this would also be 
increased noise of tables and chairs being set-up in the early hours and removed in the 
middle of the night. And again, this is 19m from residential housing. 

Specific concerns also include: dispersal of a large number of people with late night alcohol, 
but no enforceable dispersal policy; no policy to actively manage or limit patrons smoking, 
queuing and/or waiting for tables outside the premises, thus creating a cumulative impact 
upon noise disturbance and blocking the pavement; no waiting area to avoid external queues; 
and no evidence that noise will not emanate from premises. 



Crime and Disorder  
The application does not demonstrate that the proposed later hours and outdoor service 
would not give cause to negative cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for the 
Prevention of Crime and Disorder. It does not rebut the presumption in Licensing Policy 2 that 
applications for new premises in areas such as Clerkenwell are likely to add to the existing 
cumulative impact and will normally be refused. 

The application to allow members of the public in the bar and restaurant (versus the existing 
licence only being open to private members) – combined with the application to extend 
alcohol service and off licence sales to outside seating areas – further increases the risk of 
crime and disorder.  

The existing application was granted on the condition of licensable activities specifically only 
WITHIN the demise of the premises (with a specific prohibition on outdoor tables, chairs etc) 
and only for private members who had previously been vetted. These conditions were 
extremely important to the Licensing Committee’s decision to grant the license as it currently 
stands. And they remain just as critical now. 

Clerkenwell is an area the Council recognises as having a high number of licensed premises, 
which lead to problems related to the licensing objectives. Further licenses could provide 
disproportionately negative effects for local residents. An increase in crime and disorder, 
disorderly conduct, littering, public urination, violence, noise nuisance, thefts, damage to 
property and vehicles, obstruction of the public highway and other unlawful activity. 

Protection of Children from Harm  
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause negative 
cumulative impact on the Licensing Objective for Protection of Children. Licensing Policy 1 
considers the character of an area. The increase in crime, disorder and antisocial behaviour 
also further threatens children.  

Public Safety 
The application fails to demonstrate that the proposed changes would not cause cumulative 
impact on the Licensing Objective for the Protection of Public Safety. This application 
threatens public safety not only due to the aforementioned increase in crime, disorder, and 
antisocial behaviour associated with alcohol consumption, but also due to loitering in the 
street after the licensed hours. 





f. any faults in the CCTV system, searching equipment or scanning equipment

g. any refusal of the sale of alcohol

h. any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service

10. In the event that an assault is committed on the premises (or appears to have been

committed) the management will immediately ensure that:

a. The police (and, where appropriate, the London Ambulance Service) are called

without delay;

b. All measures that are reasonably practicable are taken to apprehend any suspects

pending the arrival of the police;

c. The crime scene is preserved so as to enable a full forensic investigation to be

carried out by the police; and

d. Such other measures are taken (as appropriate) to fully protect the safety of all

persons present on the premises.

11. All exit routes shall be kept unobstructed, with non-slippery and even surfaces,

free of trip hazards and clearly identified.

12. Where chairs and tables are provided, internal gangways shall be kept

unobstructed.

13. Exit doors shall be regularly checked to ensure that they function satisfactorily

and a record of the check shall be kept.

14. The edges of the treads of steps and stairways must be maintained so as to be in

good condition and be conspicuous.

15. When disabled people are present, there must be sufficient numbers of staff and

adequate arrangements must be in place to enable their safe evacuation in the event of

an emergency. Disabled people on the premises must be made aware of such

arrangements by staff and by the use of appropriate signage.

16. Emergency lighting shall be maintained and fully operational.

17. Adequate and appropriate supply of first aid equipment and materials must be

available on the premises at all times.

18. The licensee shall develop a Noise Management and Dispersal Policy to control

noise coming from the venue, including people noise, and to control noise from guests

either congregating outside or leaving the area. The Noise Management and Dispersal

Policy shall be agreed with the Council’s Licensing Authority and be reviewed and

revised periodically or after incidences to ensure that public nuisance is prevented

from recurring.

19. The licensee shall appoint a noise consultant registered with the Institute of

Acoustics or Association of Noise Consultants to prepare a scheme of sound

insulation and noise control measures, which shall include the installation of a noise

limiting device, to prevent persons in the neighbourhood from being unreasonably

disturbed by noise of music from the premises. The scheme shall be submitted for

approval by the Council, and the approved scheme fully implemented to the



satisfaction of the Council and the licensee notified in writing accordingly, prior to the 

premises being used for regulated entertainment.  

20. Once agreed maximum levels of sound shall be expressed on the premises licence

for each area designated for entertainments as follows:

Area/Room (e.g. lower 
ground floor  
bar area)  

Linear  “A”  125  
Hz  

63 Hz  

Measurement point:  
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XX dB (1  
min)  

XX dB (1  
min)  

XX dB (1  
min)  

XX dB (1  
min)  

21. In the event of a noise complaint substantiated by an authorised officer, the licensee 
shall immediately take appropriate measures in order to prevent further disturbance. 

22. Windows shall be closed at all times when regulated entertainments are on-going and in 
any case by 21:00 every night. Windows (apart from windows designated as fire exits) shall 
be locked closed after 21:00 using key operated locks. 

23. All doors to noise generating rooms shall be kept closed apart from access and egress 
when entertainments are on-going. 

24. The dedicated smoking area shall be the roof terrace located on the 2nd floor of the
premises. 

25. There shall be no amplified sound in any outside areas. 

26. Exterior lighting shall be directed away from residential properties. 

27. There shall be no bottling out after 23:00. 

28. There shall be no deliveries or loading or unloading of vehicles between 8pm and 8am, 
Mondays to Saturdays, and no deliveries before 10am or after 4pm on Sundays or Bank 
Holidays. 

29. No rubbish including bottles will be moved, removed or placed in outside areas on 
Sundays or Bank/Public Holidays and between the hours of 11pm and 7am other days of the 
week. 

30. The licensee shall adopt the Challenge 25 and the BII National Standards Proof of Age 
Scheme. 

31. The licensee shall put arrangements in place to ensure that before serving alcohol to 
young persons, staff ask to see accredited proof of age cards e.g. Citizencard, a Passport, or 
UK Driving Licence bearing the photograph and date of birth of the bearer. 

32. The licensee and staff should note any refusals to sell to young people in a refusals log. 
The refusals log shall be checked and signed monthly by the designated premises supervisor. 





44. There be a maximum capacity of up to 300 guests for two events per month and a 
maximum capacity of up to 150 guests at any other time. 

45. Only polycarbonate glasses will be permitted to be used on the top roof terrace. 

46. The capacity of the top roof terrace (excluding staff) is 50. 

Conditions proposed by Islington’s Noise Service – Agreed

1. Any area covered by a pavement/tables and chairs licence will cease to be used     
for the consumption of food and drink from the premises from 22.00 hrs until 08.00 hrs the 
following day.






